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WEB ate i _ , a Short History . : oe ot, Gee 
a on, 3 ne . =o : he ° a 
OS Ree ac 4 F3 h | the Lawton Family as we know’ it, dates from approximate- dice 
| dy 1830 - until the present and as with any family history it is- | 
ee eee | the story of the human struggle for surival, It is the chronicle ‘ : ; 
oe - Sei 2 le aan MES some men. and women wha overcame great obstacles and of gome .. 5 5 ' 
oa .. Others’.whe were defeated. As with any history we highlight ie 
ee _ the victories and give a low profile to.the defeats. I, therefore | | ‘ 3 
ne eee ae _ Charge. the young people of this family to fill in the gaps with aL ees 
: siete information and stories as told by older members of the family. ne 
ha ae ; Remember Alex Haley is not the only Black Family in American dl 
x Se with roots. Our own personal roots can and should be a source: ae 
: = He. a - a < | of pride. | a ’ | 
cs ae From stories told to me by H. Walter Livingston Lawton, Z ao 
+, fo. earned that Brister and Hester were slaves bought in South | 
. Page. & Garolina and walked the weary miles to Sylvania, Ga. H. Wa . bad 
cP 7 4. dhawton firmly believed that some did not come from Africa. Bae % : eS 
cae. ae from islands off the coast of South Carolina and Georgia. He - | 
es fee co was not entirely wrong because the coastal islands were used as 


gd". 7 i . eopevers to restore. the captured Africans back to health after 
ets Sere eee he long cramped voyage across the Atlantic. We should be aware | 
raat é aca ‘ , 








verse BO, es “that we are ‘the descendants of those who were strong enough 
a ee and willful ‘enough to survive. . 
7 a cera oo a a - Brister and Hester were endowed with a large family. — - eee 2 
* oe i aw a ‘Again I can remember Walter Lawton counting his six brothers _ e 
Sees oe oom ho were ministers of the gospel, and the rest of his brothers ; 
re. ae | ‘and sisters, David Cole, John Henry Cole, Issac Cole, Brister : 
- oS . pT ee Ae (Bubba) ’ ‘Japan, Luscious, Washington, Phoebe, Vinnie and Paul, HO 
: ‘aft ot ‘ | When I was young and only interested in myself, these stor- 
“3 ies seem like boasting. But with continued questioning I dis- 
oe a | vered that much of what I had heard was true. These stories ° 
‘7 4 | - were verified by older relatives such as Edna ‘Couch and’ Ger=. 
7 ‘Grude Zeigler and by S.B.; Lewis, a white resident of Sylvania, — 
a Ga. and a friend of the Lawton Family. 
¥ f 
. . : ; ‘ 

ee | ; ” Brister had been the coachman for Robert Lawton,. the 
‘i pe : oe white slaveholder and when freedom was declared, Brister and | | 
eee | : | his brothers purchased tracts of land adjoining the "Big House” — en 
o aac 3 as the owners | mansion was called. ve 

Re a Brister's son, algo named Brister, had been the playmate. = 
re ee of the slaverholder's son and had learned to read and write ‘ 0 


through this friendship. After the Emancipation, young Brister 


was sent off to echool and completed his education at the Atlanta 
Baptist College. He becane a minister, a prosperous farmer, a 
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Schoolkeeper and a leader in ‘the Baptist Association OF CH BORE es op 
There seems to have ben ‘a strong desire for training and ~*~ he 
education among our ancestors, They built a school and paid a. a 
teacher to teach the children: and when the local teaching was 9° 8) 7 og 
finished, some children were sent off to boarding schools. The cc, eg 
family thirst for knowledge continues with teachers, preachers (ie. > 
and modern, up-to-date farmers included in our RURMDOT «LE Faw Oe! ss 
ton Cemetery was established by the family near Sylvania, ‘Georgia. Peo eh 


Some family members traveled away from the homestead’ and’ “ 


others remained. For example washington Lawton Settled in the area - 


of Newington, Georgia and raised a family. Walter Lawton went to oe 
Philadelphia, Pa. in the Carly 1900's and eventually brought -his . 
family to that city. oe TE ‘, 

_ During the early years between 1865 = 1925, Sickness, death ~~ 
and crop failures constantly tested the vitality of the*Lawéén ©... | 
family. The fact that the seed of this family continues. to floirish — 
is excellent testimony to the God-given talent to survive; 4 


~ 
as 


‘There also runs through the family a strain of religious | 
zeal. The family church, the Lawton Grove Baptist Church, organized . 
about 1875, is stil] alive and well. Not only were there six preach- 
ers among the first Lawtons, but to this day, we aware of 6 Ghild-.. 
ren of Ernest Lawton, Sr. and his wife Julia who wére baptizéd on 
the same day. They are: a wae ok ie 
. Anna Lawton Barnet - Tuscon, Arizona... ered 7. 
Gladys Lawton’ - deceased re Bee $e ees Py 
Lillia Lawton Travis - Washington ;' Des ° rine ara 
Viella "™ Durham ~ Philadelphia; ‘Ba. 





Floyd - - deceased Pith te 
Charles " ~ Hammonton, N.J: 0 78 
| The genes of religious fervor passed through generations. 0). f. 
from Rev. Luscious Lawton and settled in the spirit of his at otk ae 
great-grandson Rev. Robert J. Lovett. ee ge ee 


This is by no means a complete history of the Lawton ° a ae 
family. It is the task of the living members to fill in the gaps‘ “. 
with their stories. of all the stories I have heard; some amusing 
and some heart rending, one thing stands out clearly. The men‘and 


women of this family faced life Squarely even in the face on": - 


! at vy ; 
. . 


Overwhelming odds, < 
We have a great heri tage to emlate and to improve’ pon. - ‘ 


The following portion of Thanatopsis by William*Cullen Bijant is 
dedicated to that heritage. =< ae 
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‘ 
if Rev, Winborn A. Lawton's Slaves, 
‘ a | 
ww This.is to certify that my father Rev W.A. Lawton owned (45) slaves 
before the War I86ZTO0I865. He valued these slaves at about ($25000.00) 
He paid taxes on all these 45 slaves until the United States Governe- 
ment freed then, 
. 20=Ben 
Ie- Julianne 26--James Grant 
a> Moses Murray 
27—- Adella 
3—- Maria Jaudon 28 Prince 
4.-York Jaudon > 29=Drandrige 
5e- Will Graham 50=8 Martin: 
3Ie Julia Murray 
6- Nanny Graham S2-Curfee 
7? William 33-Harriet 
34—Mariane 
8- Sooky 55Richard 
9- Janetta 56= Beauneguard 
$7=-Primus 
I0- Marthe s8Ambrose. 
II- Cornelia 59=Able 
40-Andrew 
I2- Clarrissa 4I-Wilson ANA 
-B Ow ; nae 
I3= Harriet BT a 4 
I4- Mack Grant 43-child “hay 
I5-Kitty. 44-=child 
I6- Samuel Grant 45=- child | 
I%7- Nora Grant 
I8- Plenty Rhodes I9- 
I9=- London Rhodes 
20= Manda 
é | 
QI- Lizzie | . | 
ie R2- Suee : | | | 
' ee ip ni : . ; 
OW, Say 234 Thomas | | Ae ef 


4 Raa Julius 








Asa Lawton 8s Slaves 


This is to certify that my brother Asa Lawton of Lawtonville S.C. 





Owned (5) slaves before the Civll War I86Ito 1865 and paid taxes on the 


these slaves until the United States Government freed them, 


Tefrank Grant 


29. Hannah Grant 


3—-William 


4eTitus 


Tyan Sim 


Sarah Lawton Clarke (slaves ) 
This is to certify that my sister Sarah Lawton Clarke of Lawtonville 


Vv 
S.C. owned six(6) slaves before the Cihixx Civil War I86Ito 1865, 





and paid taxes on these Six (6) slaves until the United States 7 
Government freed them. 
I-Clarrissa: 


2-Aaron (NOI) 


ba 


G 
S= Gideon 
4eLizzie 
5=Plenty 
6-Kitty 


Ye Lloyd 


8-Aaron (No2) 





Judson Laewton's Slaves 


This is to certify that I , Judson Lawton owned seven Slaves befors 





the Civil War from I86I to 1865, I valued these slaves at about (500.0 
apiece, I paid bases on them (7) until the United States Government 
freed cthem 

I=Harriet 

2-00hn 

3=Ned 

5-Judie 

6-Jack 


7=@Sinah 





’ 
‘ 
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John Lawton's Slaves, 


} 
> 


Wh is to certify that my brother John Lawton of Lawtonville S.C, 
®, 
4% 
owned (16) slaves before the Civil War from I86ItoI865, he valuesd \ 


them at ($500.00 déllars apiece, he paid taxes on these until the 


United States government freed then. 


I-Sarah Graham II-Peter GrahamI2-Louisa Oliver 
e-Susan I2Louisa Oliver 

3-Parker I3-Marrianne 

4eAlboert [4-Daphany 

SRose I6-Moses Howard 

6-Will Graham I6é= Hernry 


7=- Nellie Oliver 


8-2 Brim Oliver 


9=-Clitus Oliver 


IO0-Hannah Oliver 
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“jt was one e hundred’y years later, althot gh there is still‘a’ little post™ 
- office there. A post office was first established. there in 39 
and Enos H. Scarborough. was the first Postmaster. He was folv 
-‘Yowed by David R. Wadley and George Hurd. ~~ 

On. May 20th, 1842, a post office was established at Haleyon: 
dale, which became a sizeable town about one hundred year - 
ago. 
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It, as Scarborough, had been made by the Central of. Geor- 
gia Railroad’ Men very prominent in the affairs of the county 
lived in the vicinity of Halcyondale. Mrs. H. S. McCall (Miss 
Dalhia) is authority for the statement that the name “Halcyon- 
dale” was selected by Cuyler Young, a young man of a very 
poetic nature that lived there.. Mrs. McCall says that Cuyler al- 
so named “Sylvania”. Mrs. McCall is the granddaughter of Heze- 
kiah Evans who lived between Cameron and Halcyondale on the 
old Louisville Road. She says she remembers visiting her grand- 
father there and would hear him talk about their neighbors, the 
Youngs. Among those‘old citizens that got their mail at Halcy- 
ondale besides Mr. Hezekiah Evans, were Willis Young, Charles sf 


W.. Young, Cuyler Young, Benjamin Lawton, Edwin Everett, 
Harvey Sheppard, Jacob Freeman, Charles Evans and John Cam- 
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eron. : oo oe in alkof the swam 
Another old village of Screven County was Cooperville . ai timber greatly. ‘aetabdéd 

which gained its name from the Cooper family. The original 1. © “of the streams: y d rem 

Cooper to move to Cooperville was George Cooper, who was the 0 ae ‘people’ living i in th 


grand father‘of Mrs. A. R. Roberts now living at Ogeechee, and “of Heiss Rig Gal na ; 


the great grandfather of Misses Mae and Hallie Humphries of aa 
Sylvania. . He was the father of Wilson Cooper who represented Nes streams fn fod Ss 
the county in the House and Senate just before the War Between oe problem had: tobe ‘so 
the States. Other families that lived in the vicinity of Cooper- ' Taxation: ‘then-“more. 
ville at that time were the Ransom Rogers family, the Isaac Hol- matter a tax sufficient | to- 
lingsworth family, the Enoch Simmons family, the John Morgan Screven. County” would A 
family and the Miles Hunter family. bear. The idea” ‘was: final 


The most talked of and possibly the greatest one thing that . 


o- 








wo Sera Stee agit, 


has ever happened in Screven County was the coming of the rail- P a only partly worked; f 
road. Loads of wagons rolling on iron rails and pulled by an bette upon’any but the 3 
iron horse was almost unbelievable. Its coming created more ex- 3 er than no. plan at al] 





citement and caused more speculation than any other one thing. 3 By tan 
that has ever nappente, The road was built through the coun- 7 | lacie An Act was a Ptsted 
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Archer as Lieutenant to replace Eli K. McGee, resigned. Some ) 


of the new names.on_ the roster are W. J. Lawton, Reuben Black- 
burn, J. L. Singleton, Richard M. Herrington, John Green and 
Greene D. Sharpe. + Sohph L ns Si. gl iter 

While a semblance of a military company was kept activat- 
ed little was done to prepare the men of the county for war until 
it Was upon us in all of its fury. In desperate straits the people 
almost frantically went about organizing military companies and 


trying to arm themselves. Everybody wanted to be a captain. 


and a number of people came into Screven to organize companies 
so that they could command them. One of the first companies 
organized in the county were the Ogeechee Rifles. It was well 
manned but poorly armed. Lieut. J. R. Cooper wrote to the Adj. 
General of the state pointing out that there were only 400 men 
of voting age in the county, and many of these too old for mili- 
tary duty, yet there were in process of organization in the coun- 
ty 5 companies. There were eighty men on the roster of the 
Ogeechee Rifles. It would have taken every man in the county, 


regardless of age or physical condition, to have filled up five com-. 


panies with the same compliment as the Ogeechee Rifles. It was 
the practice for each company to elect their own leaders, hence 
the effort of men to organize so many different units. The fran- 
tic and almost impossible task of arming the men in preparation 
lor the war can best be appreciated by reading of a letter written 
to Adj. General Wayne by Lieutenant J. Randolph Cooper on 
May 27th, 1861. Mr. Cooper said: . 


General Wayne: 
Dear Sir: 


I will again call your attention to the fact that the Ogeechee 
Rifles have not yet received their arms, though their application 
has been made about six months. You have our bond for One 
Thousand Dollars for which we have received nothing. I think 
we have sent up three different roll lists at different times. If 
we have not complied with the law in every respect, we are not 
aware of the fact. Do not understand us as complaining. We 
know that you have a great deal to attend to. We are more urg- 
ent in our requests from the fact that we are expecting the enemy 
daily, and are entirely unprepared to meet them, not having 
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His Exc'v Charles J. McDonald, 
Governor of Georgia, 
Milledgeville, Georgia 


Agitation for the removal of the county sile from Jackson- 
horough grew and became more demanding as the years went 
by. The southwestern part of the county was growing stronger 
politically and financially which was due largely to the presence 
af the railroad. In 1844 the people of the county elected Wilson 
C:. Cooper to the legi:tature. They did not elect a Senator to suc- 
ceed J. B. Hunter fer the reason that the state was that year cut 
into Senatorial Districts, with Screven and Effingham in the same 


district. Effingham furnished the Senator. 


Whether the removal was an issue in the clection is not 
Known or Whether Mr. Cooper even had opposition is not known. 
but he was in favor of the removal of the county ‘site from Jack- 


sonborough. On December 27th, 1845, Mr. Cooper had passed : 


an Act which empowered the Grand Jurv of Screven County to 
select at their spring term seven commissioners whose duty it 


would be to select the center of the counts, or a place within one - 


and one half miles of the center if a more suitable location could 
he found upon which to build the county site. After the ,spot 
was selected Mr. Cooper's Act called for an clection to be held 
the following October Ist to determine the desire of the people 
on the matter. However the Grand Jury at the spring term 
1846. failed to name the Commissioners, due probably to pres- 
sure from anti-removalists. The Grand Jurv did name the Com- 
missioners at the October Term, 1846, but it was too late for the 
election to be held. The anti-removalists evidently were playing 
a delaved action game hoping that the tide might turn in their 
favor and the issue could be defeated at the polls. 


XIV 
The Creation of Sylvania 


S\itania was created by an Act of the General Assembly of 
Georgia on December 24th, 1847. This measure was introduced 
hv the Screven delegation which included Wilburn J. Lawton in 
the Senate and George Pollock in the house. The election had 
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oe er and born in. | I 
"MANER 22, (lawyer); DR. W. L’ MATHEW 34; JOSEPH SING- 
2xEBTON 27, (lawyer); DR. JAMES. D. LAWRENCE. |’ 


a 2 


2 SS 11850’ there. were 569:dwellings in Screven County and the’ 


Pay) game number of families, according to Mr.’Cameron. There were 


it 2 


"93974 free people in the county among whom was one colored per- 


~ & 
‘ 


Vetere» son,” There were 3678 slaves. The ‘real estate was valued at 





o%& 
ep @ 


be. 5 te 


; 
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=! $31,260,577.00; Personal property was valued at $1;101,900.00. 
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‘i -_ War Clouds Over Screven 


pee. After Sylvania was established as the county site, and the 





sy 2 


citvun, “panizations were functioning 


<2» society comparable with any in the nation, disturbing sounds 


Gretate *S +> courts, city government, churches, and other social and civil or- 


Pee ae “> * of distant trouble began to be heard. What a pity that such 


~~ 


mt AAR ok \ . * o,° 
.was the casel.‘ Screven county was in a very enviable position. 


. “f 
: 
‘ 
4 Veer, 


8 Ron ae vs» Sylvania, ‘situated upon the divide between the Savannah and 


“US°. - Ogeechee Rivers, was connected with Savannah by a road that 


Bee. Ge ~. Followed the divide all the way down to Savannah. On the east- 
a pea.” /< em boundary was the Savannah River up which steam boats 


t 


#9 . 


4 ig Ce wh...“ Wwete busy handling the shipping between the County and Sav- 





2. as 


‘, annah and Augusta. Near the western boundary ran for the en- 
a) *tire ‘length of the county the Central of Georgia railroad that 


MR ke “> .pave-the county easy access to both Savannah and Macon. The 


es tee «i ~/ “people of the county were in the most prosperous condition that 


> 


‘ +t tie ’ “they had ever been in, even if it had been gained through the 
Pig >), : .' institution of slavery. And now the very institution upon which 


we were growing rich gave disturbing promise of destroying us. 
‘Eastern politicians were becoming jealous of the power and 


P ¥ Cr “ “wealth of the south. Southern hotheads would talk nothing else 


except We “Must defend ~ur honor upon the field of battle.” Dow 
“had -said thirty years Uefore that we could not exist half free 
i and half slave. Cool heads were trying hard to adjust the differ- 
“"" s ences so that war might be averted between the North and the 


4 «©".~" South. However, there was little the people of the county could 


do’ about it, and as the approaching storm became closer and 
60 


9. JAMES MIDDLETON, (teacher); MORNING SHEPPARD __ 1 
noes NC); WILLIAM ¥ 
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MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
FROM SCREVEN COUNTY 


1794-95 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801-02 
1802-03 
1803-04 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807-08 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811-12 
1813-14 
1815 
1816 
1817-18 


1819 
1820-21 


1821 
1822 
1823-24 
1825 
1826-27 


1828 


Clement Lanier 
Clement Lanier 
Solomon Gross 
Lewis Lanier 
Solomon Gross 
Enoch Godfrey 
Clement Lanier 
James F. Lovett 
Clement Lanier 
Clement Lanier 
Theophilus Thomas 
Caleb Howell 
Mund Gross 
Lewis Lanier 
Mund Gross 
Lewis Lanier 
Mund Gross 
Mund Gross 
William Blair 
Mund Gross 
William Blair 
Mund Gross 
John Pollock 
Hardy Scarborough 
John McWade 
John McWade 
John Pollock 
Jacob Lewis 
William Oliver 
William Oliver 
John Pollock 
Thomas Colding 
Roger McKinney 
Thomas Colding 
James Lambert 
Roger McKinney 
Lewis Lanier 
James Lambert 
William Smith 
Solomon Kemp 
William Smith 
Reuben Williamson 
Jacob Bryan 
Moses N. McCall 
Lewis Lanier 
Jacob Bryan 
Edmond Gross 
John F. Lovett 


1829-30 Edmond Gross 
John F. Lovett 


1831 John Robert Kittles 
Thomas W, Oliver 

1832 John Robert Kittles 
Charles H. McCall 

1833 Charles H. McCall 
Alexander Kemp 

1834 Benjamin Green 
McLin Lunday 

1835 Benjamin Green 
Edw. J. Black 

1836 Elijah Roberts 
W. H. Scruggs 


1837-38 Wilson Connor 
Benjamin Prescott 





Foear is 2 
of, eae 


1839 Benjamin Prescott 
Joshua Perry | 
1840 William A. Hotchkiss | 
John D. Moultrie 
1841 Wilson Connor 
John D. Moultrie , | 
. 1842 Woke J. Lawton * WN in ORN 
Barnett Newton CigiS-seeqy Hock 
1843 Benjamin Prescott 
Henry R. Roberts 
1845 Wilson C. Cooper 
1847 George Pollock 
= 1.849 thier J. Lawton ¥ W iy Lorn 
~ 1851 William M. Carr < 
1853 E. B. Gross (\Si5 18S ir) 
1855 B. L. Boykin 
1857 Daniel E. Roberts 
1859 Benjamin L. Prescott 
1861 E. B. Cross 
1863 W. L. Mathews 
1865 E. B. Gross 
1868 
1869 
1870 W. D. Hamilton 
1871 John C. Dell 
1873 John C. Dell 
1875 V. H. Burns 
1877 U. P. Wade 
1878 W. M. Henderson 
1880 J. L. Singleton 
1882 Ransom A. Brinson 
1884 John M. Johnson 
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ohn W. Johnson 


B . John ‘R. Humphries 
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“ss 4997-98 
‘1798 
4800-04 | 
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" Senators In Geor 





H. G.Edenfield 
Causey Overstreet 
~H. G. 


Edentfiled 
. Edenfield 
. Overstreet 
. Hilton: 
. Overstreet 
. Overstreet 
. Overstreet 
. White 
. White 
. White 

. Evans 

. Evans 

- Hollingsworth 
nC. Hollingsworth 


a 


fe) 


1921 
1923 


1925 


1927 


1929... 


1931 


1933 
1935 
1937-39 
1941-43 
1945 
1947 


; ‘€ i. Evans c 


H. L. Howard - 
I: H. Eyans . 

H. L. Howard 
Josh A. Lee 

I. H.: Evans 
I. H. Evans 


-Joshua A. Lee - 


Dr. JC. Cail 

J. S. Powell - 

W. G. Sharpe 

R. W. Walker 

Robert W. Walker 
Horace L: Howard 
George M. Hill, Jr. 
George Elliott Hagan © 
Phillip W. Harrison 
George Elliott Hagan 





Lewis Lanier 


William Skinner 


* Benjamin Lanier 


William Skinner 
Clemert Lanier 
William Blair 
James .Blackman 


io 4816 John M. Wade 


‘James Blackman 
Roger McKinney 
Reuben Wilkinson 
,William Smith 
Jacob Bryan 

John Robert Kittles 
Charles H. Mc@all 
Benjamin Greene 
Edward J. Black 
Benjamin Green 


. Wilson Connor 
- Edward J. Black 


Curtis Humphreys 

J. B. Hunter 

Senatorial District estab- 
lished; Effingham fur- 
nished Senator. 


tei doghthied’ mae! 1847 Winborn Joseph Lawton 
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1849 


1851 
1853-54 
1855-56 
1857-60 
1861 


1865-66 
1875-76 
1877 

1882-83 
1888-89 
1894-95 
1900-01 


1907-08 


1915-16 


1921-22 
1927 
1933 
1939 
1945 


68 


gia General Assembly From 1794 1794 To Date 
From Screyen County) 


Effingham furnished 
Senator 

William Butler 

George L. Jackson 

W. L. Mathews 

Wilson C. Coper 

Burke, Bulloch and Scre- 
ven established as Sena- 
torial District 

B. R. Mims 

George R. Black 

George R. Black 

T. W. Oliver, Jr. 

John W. Johnston 

Uly P. Wade 

James H. Laniel 

E. K. Overstreet 

H. A. Boykin (Screven, 
Burks and Jenkins made. 
Senatorial District) 
John C. Hollingsworth, Jr. 
Horace L. Howard 
John C. Cail, Jr.’ 

John C. Cail, Jr. 

Dr. W. H. Bennett 
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— 49ks Sansom Street 
Phila; Pa. 19139 © 
March 27, 1985 


Rev. Dr. Robert E. cs Peeples, 
8 Moon Shell Road’ 


Hilton Head Telaad: S.-C. 29928 


Dear Sirs | 

About five years ago.my cousin, Mrs. Viella- Lawton Durham, contacted you ~ 
regarding information abeie a euunee nes and her great-grandfather Brister 
Lawton. You. very eractousty. replied with a delineation of the descendants of. 
Robert T. Lawton, "the s laveowner of Brister Lawton, and owner of "Blockade 
House Plantation" near Sy iwarilas Georgia. 

We have excerpted much of your letter and reproduced it for distribution 
to our family when Ge meet at the Ramada Hotel, Capital Plaza, Gist: Georgia | 
on June 28, 29, 30, 1985. I hope you int consent to this, for I am certain 
they will find your letter as interesting and informative as Mrs. Durham and I 
did. 

I was especially curious about the names of Robert T. Lawton's children 
Since, either by accident or design, some of those given names ern in my 
immediate family. For example, I have a sister Rosa, and brothers Thomas and 
James. My father, who died in 1977 at the age of ninety-ei ght, told me many 
times that his mother Hester nursed Walter Livingston, and named hee own son 
H. Walter Livingston Lawton. H. Walter Livingston Lawton also told me that he 
came North, when still a young man, to Absecon, New Jersey to work for Walter 
Livingston. Many things heard in my early years now have added meaning. 

This year is the first year of our family being nationally organized, and 
we felt compelled to make a public statement of appreciation to you, though 


long overdue. On behalf of the family, "Thank you." Thanks again fer your 


interest. May God bless you in your endeavors, 


Sincerely, 


Toh k hacker 


John L. Lawton, Ph. D. 


P. S. Lenclose a copy of the first page of your letter as reference. 


ee eee 


| . Rev, Ur. nobert =,f, “eeples \uehitalopte 
| 8 Moon Shell Road on 
Hilton Head Island, S.C. 29928 (Lawton': 


June 22, 1980 


{ 


i ; LAWTON REUNION" June 28, 1980 


{ GEEQEREnESEET. 0 ~teoeetereme 
-m LBTTER FROM:REV. DR. PEEPLES (GENEALOGIS' 
— ~~ ON LAWTON'TS) 


Thank you for your letter of the 16th which I received today upon my return to the 
Island from the Anmyal Reunion of the Lawton & Allied Families Association in Atlanta, 


Georgia on gma 20+2%, While our family does have extensive records of our ancient... 
heritage here in South Carolina, we did suffer massive losses of plantation journals and 
records, along with fine plantation homes, barns, gins, livestock and property of every 
kind, Since your ancestor, Brister Lawton, was the coachman for ROBERT THEMISTOCGLES 
LAWTON of "Blockade House Plantation" near Sylvania, Sereven County, Georgia, there are 
some things that are definitely known and knowable which will add to your understanding | 
of hin, 
Robert Themistocles Lawton was born Feb, 15, 1807 at Robertville, in St, Peter's 
Parish, Beaufort District, South Carolina, third child but eldest son of wealthy planter | 


Benjamin ae D'Ion Lawton who was born at Mulberry Grove Plantation, Robertville| 
Dec, 22, 1782 (a younger son of Revolutionary War Lieutenant Joseph Lawton (1753-1815) and 
his wife Sarah Robert who was a great-—granddaughter of the Rev. Pierre Robert, a French 
Huguenot minister who arrived in S.C. 1686 & founded the Parish of St. James, Jamestown, 
French Santee.) B.T.D. Lawton married in Savahhah, Ga. June 16, 1803 Jane Mosse (1783-1857 
daughter of Dr. George Mosse (1742-1808) & his wife, Dorothy Phoebe Norton of the ancient 
planter families of Norton, Chaplin, Ladson, Fitch & Stanyarne, all dating back into the 

/i7th century here, In late 1810 B,T,D, Lawton decided to emigrate with his family to : 
Mississippi; they crossed Georgia & Mississippi aboard ox-drawn wagons (there were no mle 
in those days!), settling in the vicinity of present Vicksburg, Mississippi where they 
planted a crop that spring, But they were dissatisfied with their situation there and 

, weturned to Robertville in early 1812, B,T.D. then bought plantation lands some ten mies 

\2 of Robertville on the Orangeburg Road and there founded the Town of Lawtonville 


‘Dear Mrs, Durhan, 








in 1812 when his son Robert was 5 years old. (Robert's younger brother Alexander 
njamin Lawton & their 3 sisters; Anna, Phoebe Sarah & Martha, also made the trip to 

Mississippi; their next sister, Charlotte Ester was not born until Nov. 2, 1813, well 
after the family was settled at Lawtonville; she married in 1830 Captain Edward Harden 
Peeples (1811-1892) & they are my great-grandparents.) on Feb, 23, 1831 Robert T. Lawton 
marr at Robertville HARRIET CHARLOTTE SINGLETON, bern Dec, 10, 1807 at Robertville, 
daughter of planter Thomas Benjamin Singleton (who had died circa 1808, wealthy Slaveholde: 
at the time of his 1788 marriage) & his wife Hlizabeth Anne Robert whose father John 
Robert, wealthy planter, founded Robertville in 1775. Mrs Robert T, Lawton had an older 
brother: Charles Thomas John Singleton born‘Jan. 1, 1804 who had married Fab 12, 1824 
Robert's first cousin, Miss Sarah Caroline Lawton (1805-1825)\.&.theytiad anen> . 7° 
only son: Joseph Lawton Singleton, brilliant orator & lawyer, Colonel in the Confederate 
States Army, whose son Joseph L, Singléton,Jr. was Lieutenant in the Screven County 
Guards and in 1880 member of the Georgia House of Representatives. Mrs Lawton's brother 
Charles T,J. Singleton married (2) Rachel Mary Polhill and had a son Charles T,J, Jr. who 
married Feb, 3, 1853 Rebecca Rogers (1834-1872), daughter of Ransome Rogers, Sheriff of 
Screven Co, 1850, ) Robert T, & Harriet C, (Singleton) Lawton had 10 children; +met the 
family probably moved to Blockade House circa 1836: - 
1, Anna Lawton, born July 6, 1832 married Robert Oswald 

| ' 2. Rosa Lawton; born Feb. 24, 1834 at Lawtonville, married (1) Walter Livingston & (2) 
' Dr, George Baskerville Dougtss ae ge oe 
3, Benjamin Charles Lawton, born Dec. 1835, died 1844. 
4. Willingham Lawton, born 21 March 1838, died Aug. 1839 
5, Ella Lawton, born 3 May 1840, died Sept, 1841 
6. Thomas Robert Lawton, born Dec, 6, 1842, died 1844 


7. Georgia Lawton, born March 31, 1845, married Alexander Eakin Mor gan 
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3. 
D Koi eae Rev siz. Robert: Feeples: < 


tele: ; ie Tam writing you this letter concerning. Whe History ofa my Pacsathie iy 





ss ag | yister: and Hester Lawton, who were former Slaves, and iad on the Plantation Dts 


of ‘tobert and Harriet (or) Qartha)Lavton (itidte Flantation Omers) fron: ‘SyWania, | =| 


. . Se : ‘a 
: | 4) Wiest < ts 
ig woitld like ni know some information on our Afvioan Heritage, 1 from the 3 w 
oe ; ers a 


lg a) Poulowing questions: | | | 
) Te Who were ‘the ‘African Slave parents of. Prister Lawton’ 
2- What. was our original, African’ last nane? 
3- What met of Africa did our ancestors come from? 
re What year were they cought to the United States? 

I am sending you some information that I paNe gathered on. the "story 
of the Black Lawton’ poke Nerang se xerox some information on the "Lavton!s* 
out of a book eatiiba: "Pioneer Have. A History of the Harty Days in Screven 
erty Georgia." By Clyde nif Hollingsworth, Twas told that on most of the 
pages I am sending that sone ‘of these Lawton"s are Black, “Page’67 William’. 

J. Lawton (Black), a. Mender of the ae of Representatives from Screven Gounty. 
Please let’ me knowiwho were the other Lavton's that are Black, 
One important thing, I would like to have a copy of our "Freedman" papers 


that were issued to us after ‘the Emancipation Proclamation, 





it hope this information will assist you in finding ‘nore information on our 


African Heritage,‘ Please respond back before June 26,1980 because, we are 








11 need the Yatornation’ before a 


ss pri; “heving: our “Sra™uawon Fanily Reunton® and: 1 wild 
or ‘on June 26, 1980, Pay: a0 | eatin . 
ie Satie Ny ‘The person. who. recomended me to Lifes 8s, Me, reamed: Red: idle in Fairfax, 


South Garclink. i: was ‘very happy when he gave me. ‘the information to ‘Sonbate: you. a 


fens assistance vould be ‘of gratitude | in nelping:t ne. “Find Bly rootee 





\p, 3: Our tdci Lawton establichuente are. etal standing today, "Lawton Grove 
- Church 107 years old, Lawton Conctary 107 years ‘olds Laqrtion School over 100 fens: 


old,” 





